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Manu holds sway! You seem to think that the same-
laws hold good everywhere! What I want therefore is to
introduce the study of the Vedas by stimulating a greater
regard for them in the minds of the people, and to pass
everywhere the injunctions of the Vedas.
Disciple: Sir, is it possible nowadays to set them
going?
Swamiji: It is true that all the ancient Vedic laws,
will not have a go, but if we introduce additions and
alterations in them to suit the needs of the times, codify
them, and hold them up as a new model to society, why
will they not pass current?
Disciple: Sir, I was under the impression that at
least the injunctions of Manu were being obeyed all over
India even now.
Swamiji: Nothing of the kind. Just look to your
own province and see how the Vamachara (immoral'
practices) of the Tantras has entered into your very marrow.,
Even modern Vaishnavism, which is the skeleton of the
defunct Buddhism, is saturated with Vamachara! We
must stem the tide of this Vamachara, which is contrary
to the spirit of the Vedas.
Disciple: Sir, is it possible now to cleanse this
Augean stable?
Swamiji: What nonsense do you say, you coward!'
You have well-nigh thrown the country into ruin by-
crying, 'It is impossible, it is impossible!' What cannot
human effort achieve?
Disciple: But, sir, such a state of things seems im-
possible unless sag^s like Manu and Yajnavalkya are again-
born in the country.
Swamiji: Goodness gracious! Was it not purity
and unselfish labour that made them Manu and Yajna-
valkya, or was it something else? Well, we ourselves can
be far greater than even Manu and Yajnavalkya if we try
to ; why will not our views prevail then?